
 

E-Newsletter 
 
This newsletter will once 
again be sent electronically 
to members with email    
addresses.  Please inform us 
if you change your email 
address. If you would prefer 
not  to  receive a  paper copy 
in future please contact us. 
This initiative saves both 
paper and funds.  Members 
without email addresses will 
of course continue to receive 

a printed copy. 
 

Volunteers 
needed! 
 
The work for the 2014      
exhibitions is on schedule 
but it is no surprise that  
Rachel Nichols would love 
some more help to run them 
in future.  If any member 
would like to help in any 
way do please get in touch 
with us. It’s interesting work 
as part of a friendly team! 
 

 

TEAROOM ORGANISER 

Kathy Morris 875681 

 

SHOP 

Judy Wood Rogers  874641 

 

GROUP BOOKINGS 

Jan Betteridge 876339 

 

VOLUNTEER  CO-ORDINATOR 

Andy Simey 876649 

 

SECRETARY 

Jan Betteridge  876339 

 

News in Brief 
On February 4th, heavy rain, 
a spring tide and storm surge 
combined to raise the river in 
Topsham to flood level.  The 
Goat Walk path has been all 
but destroyed (photos, p.3).  
At its worst point, a foot of 
water surged up the Strand. 
The good  news is that the       
Museum has not suffered 
much damage and Devon 
County Council have  under-
taken to repair the Goat 
Walk. 

I’ve just returned from the annual Volunteers’ 
Coffee Morning where we met people who 
might be interested in becoming volunteers. We 
were full of foreboding as the weather forecast 
was terrible but it turned out to be a warm    
sunny day and attendance was very good. It was 
a brief but glorious interlude during a tough 
period for Topsham and its citizens.  
 

So far the Museum 
has escaped serious 
storm damage, thanks 
to the  work by volun-
teers, ensuring that 
nothing vulnerable 
has been left on the 
ground floor or in the 
cellars. 
 
The Museum re-opens 
on 31st March. We are  
hoping for some good 
weather by then – all 

the more so as 2014 is a  Secret Gardens year. 
 
Rachel Nichols and her team are offering fresh 
delights.  The early season exhibition, will focus 
on role Topsham played in the woollen trade 
with Europe.  This event has been organised in 
conjunction with Tuckers Hall in Exeter.  The 
Vivien Leigh Room—now re-named in memory 
of Barbara Entwistle (the first chairman of the 
Topsham Museum Society—see page 3) will 
house an exhibition about Topsham in the Civil 
War and the latter part of the 17th century. 

 
Our recent acquisition, a model of HMS Terror,  
makes its first appearance in the Sail Loft this 
season.  The ship itself was built in the Davy 
Yard in Topsham in 1813 and fought on the  
British side in the American War of 1812/14. 
She ended her days as an exploration ship, both 
in the Antarctic and in the Arctic where, in 
1845, the ship and its crew vanished. The       
Canadians are currently making great efforts to     
locate HMS Terror and her sister ship            
HMS Erebus.   
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There will display in support of the Vigilant, 
a Thames trading barge currently undergoing 
restoration work in Topsham.  
 
I’d like to thank you all for your continued 
membership - a vital way of  supporting our      
Museum. Membership numbers are rising, 
thanks to Rosalind Beetham and her team. I 
hope to see you all at the AGM which is on 
Tuesday 8 April at 6pm.  
 

John Dunsford 

EXHIBITIONS, 2014 
 
Shipping the Serge : Topsham and the Woollen Cloth Trade  31st March—28th July 

This exhibition is a collaborative research project between Topsham Museum and Tuckers 
Hall in  Exeter. It focuses on the production of woollen cloth in Devon and the                  
extraordinary success in exporting it to most of the known world for over 300 years.  The 
port of Topsham was the key to this export trade as it had good access to the English     
Channel and deep tidal water for ocean-going vessels. Its location in the Lower Exe Basin 
ensured that woollen cloth from the fulling mills in most of Devon and western Somerset 
could access the major trade routes around the world. 

From Civil War to William of Orange  31st March—28th June 

The period 1642-1688 were turbulent times to be living in Topsham. From opposing        
armies and street battles, through to Monmouth's rallying speech and the landing of heavy 
goods and gold from Holland, Topsham could be a terrifying place to live. 

Art Exhibition: In June and July we will be exhibiting work from two local well-known    
artists - Anna Donovan and Susan Thomson.  

Mapping Topsham: 1st July—30th October 

For our exhibition space in August we are looking for traditional and innovative ways of 
showing Topsham using illustrated maps.  You are invited to take part in this by making a 
map of the town, or a single street or even a panorama using any medium.   Paint, collage, 
embroidery, pottery are some possibilities. Full details and a registration form can be        
obtained by emailing topshammuseum@gmail.com or by sending an SAE to the museum. 
 
Full details available on our website. http://www.devonmuseums.net/Topsham-Museum/

Museum Shop & E-shop 
 

We have a large selection of 

books about life in Topsham - 

including the glossy Topsham 

Port book,  Topsham Pubs and 

a variety of our own  local 

history publications.  Some of 

these books are available all 

year round via our excellent 

website, so do take a look and 

see what is available.  

 

We plan to expand the range 

offered online soon, so if  you 

need a last minute present 

and the  Museum is closed, 

just go to the website and buy 

it there. 

 

 Judy Wood Rogers 

Spring 2014 

SECRET GARDENS OF 
TOPSHAM 
 
An opportunity to enjoy a 
lovely afternoon visiting a 
variety of interesting        
gardens.  We will have      
gardens open to the public 
in hidden corners of the 
town which will surprise 
you!  
 
Rebecca Baldwin will be    
organising the plant stall 
this year, so please start 
growing plants and making    

  cuttings for us now!  
 
Tickets will be available at the museum and 
in the town from early May and also via the e
-shop on the Museum website.   
Keep the date free in your diaries: Sunday 
June 8th, 1—6 p.m.  



 Serious damage inflicted 
by the February storms 
and spring tides to the 

Goat Walk  
 

New Volunteers Coffee 
Morning  

21 prospective volunteers 
came along and team leaders 
were on  hand to advise on 
roles to be filled. We are    
confident that many new  
volunteers will join us but 
perhaps there are some  
Members reading this who 
might like to be a volunteer – 
if so, please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 01392 876649/  
e-mail a.simey@gmail.com    
 
Andy Simey 

Lunchtime Lecture 
Programme 2014 
 
28 May 

Topsham & the Civil 

War—bloody fighting in 

the streets 

John Dunsford 

 

25 June 

Topsham… to….. 

Topsham—over the sea 

to Maine 

Margaret Wilson 
 
30 July 
Gavrillo Princip—the 
assassin who started the 
first world war 
Peter Villiers 
 
No Lecture in August 
 
24 September 
The Terror  of  Topsham 
David Clement 
 
29 October 
Cess Pits, Cemeteries 
and Sewers: being an 
archaeologist                
Dr Peter Marsden 
 

Lunchtime Lecture:  
The Art of the Devon Garden,  April 30th 2014, 11.30am 
 
Our first lunchtime lecture of this year will be by Dr Todd Gray, local  
historian and the author of many books covering fascinating aspects of 
the history of the South West.  He is no doubt well-known to many    
members of the Topsham Museum Society.  Dr Gray’s research has 
brought together images of plants and gardens from a wide range of 
sources and covers both popular gardens of today and some which have 
long vanished.   He includes gardening in his interests; so his lecture may 
be just the thing to inspire us all to renewed efforts in our own plots! 

                               Anna Adcock 

 

HMS Terror 
We were delighted that through the good offices of 
David Clement, we were kindly given a model of   
HMS Terror , showing  the ship as she was when built 
in one of the Davy Yards here on the River Exe.  The 
model (shown left) was presented to the museum last 
year by model-maker Geoff Harvey to mark the 200th 
anniversary of the launching of the ship in 1813. 
 
The story of HMS Terror  is fascinating. She was part 
of the fleet that bombed Baltimore in 1815 (giving rise 
to the words for the US National Anthem), subse-

quently moved to Antarctic exploration and ultimately, with Erebus, formed part of the ill-
fated Franklin “lost expedition” of 1845 to the Arctic. The disappearance of the Franklin 
expedition initiated a massive search effort.  It       
transpired that both ships had become icebound and 
were abandoned by their crews, all of whom          
subsequently died of exposure and starvation whilst 
trying to reach a Hudson’s Bay Company outpost 600 
miles away.   
 
Terror  was one of  few ships that served in both the 
Arctic and the Antarctic. She was specially strength-
ened with iron plating for this role and fitted with a 
former railway steam engine rendering her capable of 
a speed of four knots.  The Canadian government are 
still searching for her resting place and there have been various interesting theories and 
books written about the fate of her crew.  The full story will be told in displays in the Sail 
Loft and I think that this fine model will be a tremendous asset to our collections.   
 

Rachel Nichols 

 
Membership 
 
We are very pleased with the response to the 
early alert letter I sent out about the 2014 
changes in membership subscription fees. I’m 
now working on the amendments and changes 
of information to the database as the forms 
come in and am very grateful to you all for 
allowing me to get ahead before the Museum 
re-opens. 
 
Last year we put on two events for members 
only, which were both fully subscribed and 
extremely successful. On the strength of this 
we’ll be offering more special events this sea-
son, and will contact you about them in due 
course, either by email or ordinary mail. 
  
Our Society continues to grow and thrive, and 
we would be glad to welcome new members 
who would be interested in sharing in the   
various exhibitions, events and activities in the 
action-packed season ahead.  
 
 

Rosalind Beetham 

 
 

Tea Room 
 
The snowdrops and crocuses are out in bloom and the daffodils are budding. Despite the 
terrible weather it must be nearly spring! The first green shoots are appearing in the       
Museum tearoom as it awakes from its winter slumber. The Museum maintenance team 
have done sterling work gradually chipping away at the (slightly) out-of-date biscuit stocks 
whilst at the same time setting new challenges for the kitchen cleaning team. Alison    
Murray and Sue Try have been gently teasing tea room volunteers from their hibernation 
and building the complex rota for the new season. The shoppers and bakers are all on 
standby as work begins next month to prepare for opening. 
 
The New Volunteers coffee morning produced  five new members for the tea room team. 
Wanda Slack, Sue Arnold, Ute Wyatt, Sue Whitehead and Chloe James are all most        
welcome and we hope that they enjoy helping in the tea room this season. We will miss 
the overseeing eye of Jennifer Bliss, who has retired but there will be opportunities to try 
out new ideas to take the tea room forward. We still have to find a volunteer to take on 
this overseeing role. Could it be you? 
 
Everyone involved with the tea room is invited to a new season briefing at the museum on 
Friday 14th March at 11 am when we hope to have samples of some of this season’s fare 
available for tasting. Why not come along and add your own suggestions 
for improving the tea room operation? The simplest ideas are often the 
most beneficial. Go on. It might make the difference! 
 
 

John Claxton 

The New Entwistle Room 
 
The Vivien Leigh Exhibition in 2013 was a tremendous success as we looked at Vivien’s life as a       
member of the Holman family. This year sees the 75th anniversary of Gone with the Wind  and a small 
exhibition relating to this will be in one corner of the Holman Room.  However, the former Vivien 
Leigh Room has always sat rather uncomfortably in the time line on entering the period house so we 
are taking this opportunity to use it for smaller temporary exhibitions. We are honouring our former     
President and the driving force behind  setting up the Museum after Miss Holman’s death and generous 
bequest, by renaming the room “ the Entwistle Room”.  
 
In 1983 Barbara Entwistle (pictured, right), as Chairman of Topsham Local History Group, together with 
other members, took up the challenge of running Topsham Museum and founded Topsham Museum 
Society. Over a period of more than 20 years as Chairman, and subsequently as President, Barbara           
worked tirelessly for the Society and it is fitting that she should have this permanent  
commemoration of her vision of Topsham Museum. 
 

 Rachel Nichols 

Barbara Entwistle MBE 

  1927-2007   

Winter Blues 
 
I'm looking forward to better weather and 
spending time preparing for our new season.  
A newsletter has been sent out to schools and 
youth groups about what we offer and I'm 
creating some new activity sheets to keep 
young visitors busy, with mice featuring 
strongly this year! It hasn’t been quiet since 
our very successful Big Draw event in         
November. I've been to Kilmington Primary 
School to support three classes with their  
topic work, taking collections of replica      
artefacts and sturdy items from our reserve 
store. I also joined Topsham School's mini-dig 
on the playing field, showing the children 
some Roman finds.  I'll be visiting them again 
soon to talk about Topsham, Maine, hoping to 
establish a link with Woodside Elementary 
School there. 
 
If you or anyone you know is interested in 
helping with young people's events and     
activities, do contact me on    01392 875332 to 
talk about what's involved. 
 

Sheila Stephens 


